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Institute of Paediatric Neurodisorder & Autism (IPNA) is a government initiative to establish a nationwide
paediatric Neurodevelopment and Autism related management, training and research institution in
Bangladesh. The institution is located on the premises of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU), where a multi-disciplinary and multi-agency team provides comprehensive and tertiary level
services to children with disability and their families under one roof. Continues quality training, both for the
doctors and other professionals, is an integral part of this institution. it alds these children to achieve thei
rights and enjoy equal opportunities in all aspects of their lives.

From CNAC to IPNA

IPNA, formerly known as Centre for Neurodevelopment and Autism in Children (CNAC) has a challenging
background to establish. CNAC started its journey with the dream and heartfelt support of Saima Wazed
Hossain-the daughter of Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who is a renowned school psychologist
working in Canada and WHO Research Fellow. The centre was inaugurated in July 2010 by the Honarable
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who herself is very keen to work for the children with disabilities.

IPNA Services are OPD service, Developmental therapy, Physiotherapy, Speech Therapy, Nutritional advice,
ASD diagnosis and management Behavioral management Psychological assessment and education, Parents’
counseling, EEG service, Special school for children with ASD, Training, Research and publication, Mutritional
advice/counseling, Psychosocial assessment and education. IPNA OPD Services are Walk-in Clinic, Autism,
Clinic, Epitepsy Clinic and Neurology Fellow-up Clinic Meurodevelopment Assessment Clinic.

IPNA from its very inception in the arena of autism and other neurodevelopment disorders has done a ot
of tasks within the shortest possible of time. IPNA also has tremendous successes in building nationwide
awareness, harnessing tie with national and international experts, arranging national and international
conference, seminar and training programs, set up in-patient dept and other research studies etc.
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In Bangladesh a large number of children born with Autism and Neuro-Developmental Disabili-
ties. According to constitution every citizen having equal rights in the eye of law. So, the
commitment of the present government is to ensure the rights of all citizens including the Person
with Disabilities (PWDs). Government is working in coordinated way with different Government
and non- government organization for resolution of the problems on Autism & Neuro-
Developmental Disabilities. Under the leadership of Saima Wazed Hossain, Chairperson, National
Advisory Committee on Autism and Meuro-Developmental Discrders, a Committee has been
working to develop awareness among the people about Autism and Neuro-Developmental
Disorders.

In the development of the persons with autism different Ministries of the government and
different non-government organization are working in the relevant areas for improving the
health, rights and behavioral development.

Ministry of Social Welfare

Among the Ministries of the government, the Ministry of Social Welfare is working for the
development of backward peoples with social problems, helpless & distressed, elderly
people, widows, women's left by husband , orphan and other vulnerable childrens. This min-
istry is working for the development of the persons with disabilities & autism and imple-
menting different programs to ensure their rights. Under the control of this ministry Depart-
ment of Social Services (D55), Neuro-Developmental Disability Protection Trust (NDDPT),
Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation (JPUF) is working for the development of the
persons with disabilities.

Department of Social Services

The Department of Social Services (DSS) is one of the departments of the Government of the
people’s Republic of Bangladesh working for the human resources development. The Depart-
ment of Social Services under the Ministry of Social Welfare, has been implementing several
multidimensional programmes like socio-economic development and protection of rights
besides social safety-net for the destitute, poor, orphan, senior citizens, widows, vulnerable
children, persons with disabilities (PWD), Hijra (Common Gender/Hermaphrodite), Dolit, Hari-
jan and Bede community and marginalized people of the country.

The DSS is firmly committed for human development of the children with disabilities and autism.
Like other countries of the world, children with disabilities and autism of our country are discrimi-
nated and deprived of their fundamental rights. Moreover the society has a negative approach to
them.Now it is the high time to mainstreaming them by solving their physical, mental, intellectual
and sensual problem.




Programmes/Projects implemented by the Department of Social Services for welfare of the
children with autism :

Sheikh Fazilatunnessa Mujib Memorial Specialized Hospital & Nursing College :

The project which is located in Kashimpur, Gazipur was started in January 2010 and com-
pleted successfully in June 2013. The 250 beded specialized hospital is now providing treat-
ment & research facilities for the poor people especially for women, children, autistic and
person with disability.

Institute for Autistic Children and Blind Old Home and TN Mother Child Hospital :

The project which is located in Hemayetpur, Saver, Dhaka started in January 2009 and com-
pleted successfully in June 2012. The hospital is aimed for the improvement the existing
health condition of the people of savar and adjacent areas, especially the quality of care in
Maternal, Neonatal, Child Health Care and children with autism.

PROYASH at Dhaka Cantonment :

The project is located in Dhaka Cantonment which started in October 2011 and completed in
June 2014.The main objectives of this project are to expansion and development of the exist-
ing facilitates of PROYASH at Dhaka Cantonment for 400 children with autism and disability ;
to provide education and training to the children and youths with autism and disability to
ensure their optimum development : to rehabilitate children with autism and disability after
proving effective education and training ; to support research activities concerning persons
with special needs.

Disability Detection Survey :

Keeping in mind the Slogan * Achieving 17 Goals for the Future We Want™" a Disability Detec-
tion Survey is implemented by the Department of Social Services in order to find the accu-
rate statistics of the PWDs of the country. Meanwhile, data collection has been finished in all
districts of the country. At the initial stage of the survey, 16,47,005 people were included as
PWDs. Some processes are still ongoing like including the excluded PWDs, detection of
disability types and levels by doctors/consultants, Image record, data entry online, So far
15,00,697 people with disabilities are detected and classified by the doctors/consultants
according to their level of disabilities.

The Government of Bangladesh has given utmost importance to ensure rights of the children
with autism and has started achieving a moderate success in this respect. It will be easy to deter-
mine the exact number of children with autism from this survey and to take sustainable planning
at national level for them. Then it will be easy to take sustainable planning at national level for the
children with autism. Unicef, Bangladesh is contributing financially and technically to develop a
Disability Information Storage Software in this.
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Autism Addressing and Bangladesh

Autism or Autism Spectrum disorder is such a complex disability of the normal development of the brain
which is usually found in a child from one and half years of age to three years. Persons with such disability
do not usually have any problem or defect in physical growth and their face or Structure remain same like
other Sound and normal person. They fail to keep proper contact with their Surrounding; Such as not
skilled in using Proper Language, self contended etc. But they might articulate special skill in some cases
like drawing, Singing, Computer operating, solving Mathematical problem, and other complex matters,

Bangladesh government has taken the following legal framework to protect the rights of the persons with
Neuro-Developmental Disabilities (a) Inclusion of Quota for the disable and other backward people at the
time of Enactment of Bangladesh constitution lead by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman included Quota for backward people; (b) Vetting the UNCRPD in 2008 (c) 25-26 July, 2011 Interna-
tional Conference was organized at Dhaka, initiative taken by renowned autism specilast MS Saima
Wazed Hossain and chaired by Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina . (d) Enactment of rights of the
persons with Neuro developmental disabilities protection Trust Act (Act 52 of 2013), (e) Formulation of
Neuro developmental disabilities protection Trust rule-2015.Through these legal framework the following
committee formation, financial allocation, Project & Training and work plan adopted.

Committee formation;
* 15 Members Advisory council formed Headed by Honorable Prime Minister.
* 08 Members National advisary Committee formed in 201 2.
* 29 Members Board of Trustees formed to run the Neuro developmental disabilities protection Trust.
* 12 Members District Committee formed for district level.
11 Members one stop health service providers committee formed at all the hospitals of the country,
* 27 members National Steering committee formed comprising 16 ministries/ division/ Organization.
17 Members Technical guidance committee formed to guide the autism service providers.

Financial Allocation, Development & Training :
* 30.95 Core TK Deposited in the Bank as FDR ( 1year, 6 month & 3 month Period)

* In the 2016-2017 Financial year 1.00 Core Taka distributions process angoing to the Autistic
persons or their needy family as treatment assistance or education Scholarship for the merito-
rious Neuro-developmental disabilities Students.

= Establishment of Institute for Pediatric Neuro-disorder and Autism (IPNA) for the Identifica-
tion, Treatment and training purpose of the Autistic persons, their parents doctors & Nurses.

* Project of TK 359.12 Core formulated to Establishment Mational Academy for Autism and
Neuro-developmental Disabilities (NAAND) at Purbachal on 3.33 acre Land.

Function/Work plan:

= To identify the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities and to take step to determine
their degree of severity;

= To provide necessary support to the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities so as to
ensure their safe stay with their family;

* To promote support to the registered organizations rendering necessary services to the
persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities during their or their families crisis period:
To give support to the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities who are in deprivation
of family on unable to solve their problems and as the case may be , to give all possible assis-
tance to their guardian family so as to ensure their rights and lifelong care;

* On the events of death of parents or guardian of the persons with Neuro-developmental
disabilities to take step for their lifelong care, for protecting their right and for their safety and
rehabilitation;
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* On the event of the death of the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities to give
support to their family in the case of necessity;

« To give support to the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities ensuring their rights
and their full, effective and equal participation in the social activities with others:

» To do good to the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities and their family:

* To get the government, the riches and the Non-government organization involved for the
benefit of the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities:

* To establish or to encourage other persons or organization to establish suitable educational
and training institutes for the development of the merit and skill of the persons with Neuro-
developmental disabilities and to that end to determine the curriculum and criteria for select-
ing the teachers of such institutions;

* Depending on the nature and severity of disability to organize special or integrated education
for the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities and to that end, to establish or encour-
age other persons an organizations to established special educational institutes;

» To established or encourage other persons an organizations to established special educa-
tional institutes for the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities who are severe and are
not able to receive education from main stream education;

* To publish research report, journal, periodicals and works on disability:

* To give health care to, and to manage suitable materials for the persons with Neuro-
developmental disabilities for long term;

= Totake steps for specifying a separate unite or ward for proper treatment of the persons with
Neuro developmental disabilities in the hospital across the country.

* To take proper steps for ensuring food security and Nutrition for the destitute persons with
Neuro developmental disabilities;

« To take steps for development of the cultural and artistic skill of the persons with Neuro devel-
-opmental disabilities and to make such skill publicized through print and electronic media:

= To take steps for ensuring their effective participation in sports and athletics;

» To give financial and technical support to the persons with Neuro developmental disabilities
for their employment or self employment , identifying suitable work and help them to the
involved in such work;

= To take steps for ensuring the rights of the persons with Neuro developmental disabilities to
inherit properties and to enjoy all kinds of properties developed upon them by inheritance;

= To build residential hostels and shelter home for the persons with Neuro-developmental disabilities;

« Toformulate policy on selection an guardians and trustees in the event of death of the parents
or guardians of the persons with Neuro developmental disabilities;

» To formulate policy for providing financial support, from the fund to the destitute persons
with Neuro developmental disabilities;

Along with government of Bangladesh various development partners like Suchana foundation, Autism
Welfare Foundation (AWF), Disable Rehabilitation and Research Association (DRRA), Society For Education
and Inclusion of the Disabled (SEID), School for Gifted Children (SGC) and other organization and social
worker personalities cordially trying to development of the Autistic children Government and Non-
Government coordinated effort is effective for the development of the merit and skill of the Autistic
persons and their whole hearted participation can implement the constitutional obligation and The decla-
ration of the United Nations Sustainable development goals through ensuring equal rights, equity and
decent works for all to enable Bangladesh a developed and prosperous country .
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Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation

Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh has a lot of programmes & projects for the develop-
ment of Persans with Disabilities in all sphere of their life. Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation (JPUF} is
implementing different programmes & projects for the wellbeing of Autism Spectrum Disordered (ASD)
child/persons and other Neurodevelopmental Disordered (NDD) child/persons as well as other Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs). It is our duty to follow the UN declared UNCRPD guidelines and to maintain the
standards of services, accessibility & rehabilitation. Bangladesh Government has passed two Act namely
‘Diasabled Persons Rights & Protection Act 2013’ and ‘Neurodevelopmental Disordered Persons Protection
Trust Act 2013.'According to these two Act JPUF is working to ensure PWDs Rights & Protection and serving

the NDD persons specially ASD persons.

Brief Description of Services to the PWDs Specially ASD Persons by JPUF

Autism Resource Center

Honerable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated Autism
Resource Center on 2nd April 2010 at Jatiyo Protibondhi
Unnayan Foundation campus. At present (a) Senior
Psychologist-1; (b} Assistant Psychologist, (c) Consultant
(Physiotherapist)-1 these 3 persons are working there. Along
with regular duties they go to field offices & give services to the
ASD persons/child with Autism now and then. From the begin-
ning 6694 persons having ASD received services from this
Autism Resource Center. The list of services currently is being
provided from this center has been given below:

(a) Services

- Detection

+ Assessment

+ Qccupational Therapy

+ Speech and Language Therapy
= Physiotherapy

+ Counseling

* Resource based Seminar

« Group Therapy

Inauguration of Autism Resource Center

« Providing referral service including daily activities related training
- Arrangement of counseling service for the parents/guardians of

the children with autism

(b} Service Recipient
The persons having-
+ Autism Spectrum Disorder (A5D)
+ Intellectual Disability (1D}
+ Cerebral Palsy (CP}
» Down Syndrome (D5S)

and Parents/Guardians of these children/persons.
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Protibondhi Sheba-0-Sahajjo Kendra (Integrated Disability Service and Support Center)

During from 2009-10 to 2013-14 total 103 Disability Service and
Support Centers have been established among 64 district and 39
upazila's of the country, From these center therapeutic & counseling
services are providing free of cost to the children/persons having
autism and other disability through Physiotherapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech & Language Therapy. Assistive devices are also
provided from these centers under the supervivion of JPUF. ASD
S0 child getting SLT service Children are also treated here with special care,

Autism and NDD Corner

To ensure Early Screening, Detection, Assessment and Early Intervention Autism and Neurodevelop-
mental disorders corner have been established in 103 Integrated Disability Service and Support
Center. Consultant (Physiotherapy), Clinical Physiotherapist, Clinical Occupational therapist, Clinical
Speech & Language Therapist, Therapy Assistant, Technisian-1 (Audiometry), Technisian-2
(Optometry) working in these center as additional charges of their regular duties are providing
services to children/persons having autism are-

+ Detection

+ Physiotherapy

« Dceupational Therapy

+ Speech and Language Therapy

« Audiometry

= Optometry

+ Psycho Social Counseling

+ Playing and Training through Group Therapy
+ Counseling for Parents/Guardian

Group therapy af ASD children & their parents

Formation of Parents Committee

Parents & Guardians of Disabled Persons are being trained through JPUF and suggested to form
Parents/Guardians committee in their locality. There are 103 Parents/Guardians committee each of Proti-
bondhi Sheba-0-Sahajjo Kendra (Integrated Disability Service and Support Center). They usually get
together with a regular interval, share their ideas, knowledge and experience regarding development of
disable persons. And also take technical support from Protibondhi Sheba-O-5ahajjo Kendra.

Special School for l:hildren with Autism

2o, latiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation has been established a Special
" School for children with Autism in its Mirpur Campus in October 2011.
Later another 3 Special school for children with Autism have been set
up at Lalbag, Uttara and Jatrabari in Dhaka city, 6 centers in & divisional
cities namely Rajshahi, Khulna, Chittagong, Barisal, Rangpur and Sylhet,
anather 1 in Gaibandha district. 144 children with autism are being
facilitated with full free pre schooling support from these 11 Special
School run by JPUF. Government has a plan to establish Special School
ASD child in classroom for children with Autism in every district headguarter.

One Stop Mobile Therapy Service (Through Mobile Van)

One Stop Mobile Therapy Service (Through Maobile Van) has been introduced in order to provide physio-
therapy, occupational therapy, hearing test, visual test, counseling, training, assistive devices etc.under the
supervision of Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan foundation. Currently, 32 therapy vans are engaged to provide
these services. Till now from 61 districts and 310 upazilas, 1,37,640 persons have registered to get services
while the number of Service Transaction is 2,02,105. Among the disabled persons services for ASD are
more preferred.
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Disability Related Integrated Special Education Policy-2009

Ministry of Social Welfare has been introduced Disability Related Integrated Special Education Policy 2009
to provide special education for special children's, JPUF has been paying 100% salary of 837 teachers and
staff of 62 special schools including Proyas since February 2010. There are 50 Intellectually Disabled
Persons school for the welfare of Intellectually Disabled (SWID) Bangladesh, 7 inclusive schools of Bangla-
desh Protibondhi Foundation (BPF), 1 Proyas (Special school in Dhaka Cantonment) and 4 in other places,
Number of students of these schools are 7709. Special cares are taken for ASD Children and also taught
under this policy in these schaools.

Autism Related Training

Different training programs have been implemented since 2009 by Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Founda-
tion (JPUF), for creating awareness among the mass people regarding autism including other disability. In
these trainings, the parents and guardians are being involved along with the disabled community. Under
different training programs, till now, 552 guardians/parents including autistic children have been provided
these trainings.

Counseling Services through video conference

Using video conference system a team consisting Psychologist, Occupational therapist, Physiotherapist,
Speech & Language Therapist provide services to the rural disable persons specially ASD children & their
parents and guardians.

Seminar and Workshop:

Till now 12 seminars and workshops were held for the wellbeing of ASD children & their Parents/Guardians.
These seminars and workshops were held with coordination and participation of high officials of different
ministries, NGO officials and experts of disability sector development.

Light It Up Blue

Blue colored lighting is arranged in 103 disability service and support
centers on the occasion of international autism awareness day including
head office of foundation on 2nd April in every year to create awareness
about autism. And also various promotional activities are performed.
Blue lighting also covers Bangabhaban, Gonobhaban, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University, Directorate of Social Services and their
district offices.

Blue lighting in JPUF building

Public Awareness

To aware the public regarding disability distribution of poster, booklet, leaflat and
exhibition are being arranged every year by JPUF. With the technical support of
Global Autism Bangladesh JPUF has printed & distributed special poster all over
Bangladesh having pictorial sign & symptom of Autism:.

Pictarial sign & symptom of Autism

Extension Programme for ASD Children

To ensure the empowerment & rehabilitation of disable persons a project namely Construction of Jatiyo
Protibondhi Complex is going on in Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation campus by fully GOB fund.
After completion of the project (June 2018) ASD children & other NDD persons as well as other PWDs will
be benefited having treatment service, rehabilitation & counseling, There will be special school, dormitory,
multipurpose hall, physiotherapy center, inpatient department training center and other disable friendly
infrastructure & services, After completion of the project ASD children will get more benefit.

Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation whole heartedly working to fulfill the commitment of the disable
friendly Government of Bangladesh to establish a happy prosperous country having no discrimination in
the society and sustainable development of the country,
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Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Bangladesh has addressed the issue of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) ina planned manner. |t hosted the
first Regional Conference on Autism in 2011, which was attended by over 1000 delegates, organized jointly
by the Government of Bangladesh, World Health Organization and Autism Speaks. In August of 2012,
officials (Joint Secretary and above) were brought together to develop a multi-pronged strategic plan. This
led to the formation of a National Steering Committee on Autism and Neurodevelopment Disabilities. The
Steering Committee is guided by a National Advisory Committee and a Technical Guidance Committee
comprised of both parents and experts. Through the planned process, Bangladesh has demonstrated that
multi-sectoral convergence addressing needs throughout their life span has the maximum impact on the
lives of persons with disabilities, their families and the community at large.

The relevant ministries of the Government of Bangladesh are continuing thair programs to address autism
and neurodevelopmental disorders through a cooperative and collaborative multi-ministerial approach
and in coordination with experts and stakeholders.

Advisory Committee on Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities:

An 8-member “Advisory Committee on Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities” headed by Saima Wazed
Hossain helps the National Steering Committee develop priorities, design programmes, devise implementation
strategies, provide guidance on the appropriate use of resources,and identify necessary resources.

National Autism Technical Guidance Committee:

There is a national level 17-member Autism Technical Guidance Committee whose responsibility is to provide
technical support to the Advisory and Steering Committees. Working in specialized group-members are
responsible for translating appropriate materials for use in Bangladesh, collating existing materials available in
the country and region, identifying needs in the community and setting priorities.

National Steering Committee on Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities:

To implement the action plan adopted in solving autism and neurodevelopment disabilities in Bangladesh and
to co-ordinate them, there is a "National Steering Committee on Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities”
chaired by Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, consisting of 27 members of 15 ministries/divisions
and an organization viz. NGO Affairs Bureau, Till today 17 meetings of the National Steering Committee on
Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities were held.

Establishment of Autsim Cell:

In order to co-ordinate, integrate, speedy and effective accomplishment of the activities related to autism and
neuradevelopmental disabilities, an autism cell has been established temporarily in the MoHFW consisting of
DG, one Director and two Deputy Directors and other supporting staffs. Moreover a Chief Coordinator (Joint
Secretary) and an Assistant Secretary have also been attached to autism cell. Now to establish the cell, perma-
nent process is going on.

Establishment of CNAC and IPNA:

At the initiative of MoHFW of Govt.of Bangladesh, Centre for Neurodisorder and Autism in Children [CNAC) was
established in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) to provide medical treatment and
conduct training and research related to autism and neuro developmental disabilities. At present this CNAC has
been transformed into the Institute of Pediatric Neuro-disorder and Autism (IPNAL

Development of tool for early screening of autism:
To develop tool for early screening of autism, an expert group has been working together. Early screening tools
of autism & NDDs is now at final stage.

Inclusion of Autism 7th Five Year Plan:
Autism and neurodevelopmental disabilities have been included in the health sector of 7th Five Year Plan.

Pilot Study of Neurodevelopmental Disorders:
The MOHFW through its three subordinate or allied organizations, viz. Community Clinic Praject, Non-

communicable Disease Control Program and Bangladesh Medical Research Council supported the conduction
of a survey on autism and neurodevelopmental disorders in Bangladesh. The survey included 7,280 children
aged 0 to'9 years in selected rural communities of 7 sub-districts (one sub-district in each of 7 divisions of
Bangladesh) and 5 urban localities of Dhaka city. The results show prevalence of ASD of 0.15% which varies
from 3% in Dhaka city to 0.07% in the rural areas of Bangladesh.

.
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Shishu Bikash Kendra:

The "Shishu Bikash Kendra” is the synonym of “Child Development Centre’ The MOHFW has already
established 15 such centres, one in each of 15 key government-owned medical college hospitals of
the country. Besides these centers, in the Institute of Pediatric Meuro-disorder and Autism (IPNA) and
Dhaka Shishu Hospital, the function of Shishu Bikash Kendra is running. The vision of this project is to

prevent disability, optimize development and improve quality of survival of all children in Bangladesh.

These are the model child and family-friendly centers,

Fast Track Service for Children with Autism:
A circular has been issued instructing to give the fast track service to the children with autism in all health
care centres.

Information, Education and Communication (IEC) materials:

Development and printing of Information, Education and Communication (IEC) materials and distribution of
the IEC materials to Community Clinics, Upazilla (Sub district) Health Complexes, Districts Hospitals, Medical
Callege Hospitals and Specialized Hospitals has been done. These are poster and booklet on autism.

Selection of National Celebrities as Autism Ambassadors:

In order to make the people of the country more aware of autism and neurodevelopmental disabilities some
national celebrities have been selected as Autism Ambassadors with whom some TV spots/TV fillers have
been developed.

Observance of World Autism Awareness Day :

« Light it up Blue is done by DGHS office, specialized hospitals, medical college hospitals, district
hospitals, Civil Surgeon Offices & Upazila Health Complexes.

» Discussion meetings & rallies on autism are organized at specialized hospitals, medical college
hospitals, district hospitals, and Civil Surgeon Offices & Upazila Health Complexes.

« Awareness building message on Autism Spectrum Disorders are delivered to all the medical students
in their first class of the day.

2016 Situation Assessment of Autism and Meurodevelopmental Disorders in Bangladesh and
Mational Strategic Plan for Neurodevelopmental Disorders 2016-2021:

With the tachnical assistance of Institute for Community Inclusion, Massachusetts University of Boston,
USA in collaboration with Shuchona Foundation "2016 Situation Assessment of Autism and Neurodevel-
opmental Disorders in Bangladesh” has been done and “National Strategic Plan for Neurodevelopmental
Disorders 2016-2021" has been developed and disseminated on 11 August 2016 where Saima Wazed
Hossain, Chairperson of National Advisory Committee an Autism and NDDs in Bangladesh was present as
keynote speaker,

Bhutan Conference:

An International Conference on Autism & NDDs will be held in Bhutan on 19-21th April, 2017 organized by
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Bangladesh, Ministry of Health, Bhutan and World Health Organiza-
tion with the technical support of Shuchona Foundation, Bangladesh and Ability Bhutan Society, Bhutan.
The theme of the conference is:

“Developing effective and sustainable multi-sectorial programs for individuals, families and com-
munities living with Autism Spectrum Disorder and other neurodevelopmental disorders”

MNecessary committees have been formed to hold the conference (Executive Committee, Organizing Com-
mittee, Scientific/Technical Committee, Finance Sub-Committee etc). Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, Bangladesh and Secretary, Ministry of Health, Bhutan are the Joint Conveners of the Executive
Committee where as Prof. Dr. Pran Gopal Datta is the Convener of the Organizing Committee. The Chairper-
son of National Advisory Committee on Autism and NDDs Saima Wazed Hossain is the Convener of
scientific Committee. Autism Cell is rendering the secretarial services of the conference. The address of the
website is www.andd2017.org.




Ministry of Education

As per the directions from the Honorable Prime Minister of People’s Republic of Bangladesh the National
Academy for Autism and Neuro-developmental Disabilities (NAAND) project is working to establish a
national autism academy in order to make the children with autism and NDDs self-dependant and
included in the mainstream education system. The duration of the project is from 2014 to 2019.

The main objective of the project is to ensure the rights of education for the children with autism and
NDDs by introducing inclusive education and prepare them as a competent and skilled civilian. The project
is carrying out the job to establish a national academy on 3.33 acres land at plot no 4,4A &4B of sector 8 in
Rajuk Purbachal New Town area. The infrastructural building work will start soon.

Objectives of the project National Academy for Autism and Neuro-developmental Disabilities
(NAAND):

= To establish a full-fledged modern National Academy for Autism and Neuro-developmental
Disabilities

= To introduce the children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Neuro-developmental
disabilities (MDD} in mainstreaming education system

» To make the children with ASD and NDDs competent with vocational and other trainings

+ To provide residential facilities to students with ASD and NDDs

* Toensure adequate health services

= To ensure the scope of research

« To ensure proper ICT, vacational training facilities to children with ASD and NDD in order to
live normal life

« To create awareness and positive attitude

= To build awareness among teachers and parents and by providing training make them skilled
and experienced in inclusive education

= To provide training to the teacher for proper addressing of children with ASD and NDD
¢ To establish a training institution for teachers/parents/service providers

* To provide the alternative skills to ASD and NDD children through sports, music, arts and
occupational training.

= Inclusion of the people with ASD and NDDS

Proposed Units of the Academy:
* Building the infrastructure for the academy
= Establishing training institute for teachers/parents
* Accommodation for 200 students with ASD & NDDs
= Ensuring schooling system for 200 students with ASD & NDDs
= Establishing vocational and technical training unit
* Providing outdoor services, educational assessment and other services
» Establish IT lab
* Establish health care unit
* Creating scope for counseling service for parents and students
= Establish child-neurology department and therapy center
* Play ground, gymnasium, auditorium and swimming poll
» Advacacy, networking and research center establishment
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Infrastructures of Proposed Academy
= Administrative and academic building (15 storied with foundation)

» 100 seated girl’s hostel (6 storied with foundation)

+ 100 seated boy’s hostel (6 storied with foundation)

= Residence of Director General

= Accommodation of officers and staffs (10 storied with foundation)
= 500 seated auditorium with international standard

= 02 specialized swimming poaols

* Play ground

= Power Station

Solar Plant

Role of NAAND in Preparing Policy on ASD & NDD:

= Selection of ASD & NDD related works in the work plan of the year 2012-2016 according to
Mational Educational Policy 2010 of Ministry of Education

* Preparing an independent action plan (2016-2020) according to national strategic action plan

* Ministry of Education has issued a circular as per the proposal of NAAND for children with
autism & MDD (Autistic, Down Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy) where
1. 30 minutes extra time is being allotted in public examination for children with autism

2. Parents/teachers could be present if needed

= As per the initiative of project the stipend is raised from BDT 370 to BDT 500 for the students
with ASD & NDDS

* Preparing the overview for the inclusion of students with ASD & NDDs in the mainstreaming
education.

NAAND project started its work from June 2014 and continuing till date accomplishing below:

1. DPP Amendment:
Approval of the name "National Academy for Autism and Neuro-developmental Disabilities
(NAAAND)" at ECNEC meeting held in 24 May 2016.
Project implementation period has been extended from December 2016 to December 2019,

2. Action Plan for 2016-2020:
Ministry of Education has prepared specific programs, resource mapping and capacity
building development plan for 2016-2020.

3. Purchase of Land and progress of related works:
* The registration of 3.33 acres land located at sector 8 of RAJUK Purbachal New Town has
been completed on 22 September 2016 and mutation is under process.

* Flatting and fitting the land is going on.

= The submission of final RFF for the design of Academy is done on 12 February 2017, After
evaluation of RFPs, the consultancy firm will be selected.

« Infrastructural program to be launched to build the academy by the FY 2016-17

4. Preparing 150 Master Trainers on ASD & NDD:

« In FY 2015-16, a total of 100 master trainers (BCS general education cadre officers and
parents) has been trained through a & days long training course.

= In FY 2016-17, a total of 50 master trainers (BCS general education cadre officers and
parents) has been trained through a 10 days long training course.

* Master trainers are now conducting orientation workshop held at Upazillas and parents
and teachers training held at TTC, BMTTI and HSTTI.
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5. Parents and Secondary school & Madrasha Teachers training (2460 person):

* InFY 2015-16,from 46 training program (3 days long) a total of 2300 teachers of secondary
& madrasha and education officer have been given training on ASD & NDDS,

« In FY 2016-17, from 4 training program (5 days long) a total of 160 teachers of secondary
& madrasha and parents have been given training on ASD & NDDS,

6. Awareness Program:
= A workshop seminar on "Preparing the overview for the inclusion of students with ASD &
NDDs in the mainstreaming education” held at International Mother Language Institute,
Dhaka. 300 participants attended the workshop which includes headmaster/super of
secondary school/madrasha, parents and teachers of children with ASD, specialists,
master trainers and government officials.

« Orientation workshop has been organised to 211 Upazilla where the number of participants
were 21,200, The objective of the workshop was to raise the awareness about ASD & NDDS.

= A national level seminar (150 participants) was organized at NAEM, Dhaka. The partici-
pants were government and non-government officials, professionals, master trainers,
teachers and parents.

= Parents of children with ASD, teachers, headmasters/assistant head master, super/assistant
super, district education officer, upazilla education officer and divisional government high
officials participated (350 participants) at the divisional workshop held in Khulna.

7. World Autism Awareness Day:
= 9th World Autism Awareness day-2016 was celebrated on April 2, 2016.1n 2 programs the
participants were student with ASD & NDD, teachers and parents, head master/assistant
head master/super/assistant super, district education officer, upazilla education officer
and government high officials.

= Ministry of education issued a notice to light up blue to educational institutions on 2 April
2016, World Autism Awareness day 2016. Education institutes all over the country includ-
ing Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education lit blue light.

8, Others:
* Now the various training course of NAEM, TTC, HSTTI, BMTTI under ministry of education
includes 2/4 session on ASD & NDD which helps to raise awareness among education
officers and teachers.

* A brochure has been published about ASD & NDDs and distributed amaong related
institutions/erganizations/participants of training and workshop program.

« MNAAND has a official website www.autismnaand.edu.bd

SUMMERY:
« SDG-4 will be reflected in serving the children with autism and NDDs once the national autism
academy commenced.

+ Specialized education, establishment of training institute, special schooling, technical and voca-
tional training, IT training, pre schooling, counseling and research work will be accommodated in
the academy

* NAAND will play rale for the institutions serving nationally to the students with autism and NDDS

= NAAND could directly work with the students with ASD & NDD once the academy is established.
Currently services and benefits to the special children are provided through awareness program,
training of teachers and parents and various programs. As a result 28 children with ASD & NDD
participated in 55C examination held in 2017 whereas in 2016 S5C examination the number was 11.
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Ministry of Woman & Children Affairs

Ministry of Women & Children Affairs is taking and implementing relentless activities for the development
of Women and children across the country. These activities are contributing a lot for the overall socio-
economic development of women and children from grassroots level to national level. To this end
Mational Women Development Policy 2011 and the National Children Policy 2011 have been adopted. In
these documents issues related to the development of women and children with disabilities are included.
Autism & Neuro development Disabilities are hindrance for the physical and psychological development of
children. To overcome the obstacles, we should give emphasis to ensure social safety and enabling
environment for children on an urgent basis. Therefore, the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs along
with concerned other ministries has taken some important activities is working relentlessly for the devel-
opment of the autistic children.

2. The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs has taken the following measures to prevent autism and
to create positive environment for them:
1 Provide Maternity allowance for the poor mother in rural areas and fund for supporting the
lactating working mother in urban areas.

2 Vocational training and rehabilitation through VGD programme,
3 Maternity leave for the working women has been extended to ensure delivery of healthy baby.
4 Provide consultancy support to ensure good health through Uthan Boithak (meeting at the yard).

3. Presently Ministry of Women and Children Affairs has taken the following measures to mitigate Autism
from Bangladesh.
1 Bangladesh Shishu Academy & Early Learning Child Development Project of MOWCA had jointly
arganized a training of master trainers on ‘Inclusive Educationfor all children with disability from
28 February to 3 March 2013. This training was targeted to give special emphasis for the children
with Autism spectrum disorder and other neuro developmental disabilities.

2 To create and accelerate awareness on autism among the mass people reqular ‘Uthan Baithak'
{meeting at the yards) are being organised.

3 Parent’s orientation programmes are being organised for the parents/care givers in the day care centers.

4 Children with disability (including autism) are being admitted in the Early Learning Centers of
the ministry. If autism is identified, they are sent for referral to IPNA, BSMMU. They are referred to
appropriate institution for proper investigation, treatment and follow-up.

5 Autism issues are integrated in the ongoing ELCD and EECR Project.
6 Special discussion meetings with local stakeholders were held in Veramara Upazilla under Kustia,

Monirampur Upazilla under Jeshore -and Tala Upazilla under Satkhira District on 16 to 17 Novem-
ber 2014, Chaired by Chairman, JM5.

7 Special Chapter has been incorporated in life skill Training Module for the all subornate depart-
ments of the MOWCA,

8 TOT course on this issue has been provided to the trainers of adolescent club. Special chapter on
autism has been included in this regard,

9 People are awared/sensitised under all social safety net programmes run by the Department of
Women Affairs

10 Mational Training Academy of DWA is organizing orientation classes for the DWA officers by the
clinical psychologist of OCC (One stop Crisis Center) to identify and counseling the Autism child.

11 Topics on Autism and Neuro-Developmental Disabilities will be incorporated in the regular train-
ing curriculum of DWA, Training will be given to all the officers of DWA by experts on autism.

12 If necessary, autistic children with their mothers will be given short safe shelter under women
support program of DWA. Autistic children, who have given shelter will be provided free medical
support by the medical officer of women support program. Clinical psychologist of OCC may also
counsel them if required.
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13 Children who need special support are given training on art course at the central office of
Bangladesh Shishu Academy. Moreover, the local offices at upazila and district headquarter,
programmes are organised to aware peaple. In addition music, art and dance competitions are
arranged in these offices. Children with special needs attend these programmes.

14 Various awareness programmmes, along with many competitions such as art, recitation, dance
song etc, have been arranged at District and Upazilla level offices in BSA. Many children with
special needs have participated in these program

15  World autism day is observed.

4. A Five Year Plan has been formulated to mitigate autism and related conditions that identified some
specific activities for future,
| Preparation of a index for identification of all kinds of disability including autism. TOT

programme for master trainers and other officers of MOWCA and subordinate offices of
MOWCA.

2 Conduct awareness programmes to prevent autism by means of safe delivery and restraint of
child marriage,

3 Implement effective help line services for emergency services to autistic children.
Collection of information about children with disability including autistic children by the office
personnel under the MOWCA.

5 Creation of mass awareness to all including children and guardians.

5. For the development of children specially the children with Autism & Neuro developmental Disabili-
ties, all sections of people should come forward alang with Action Plan formulated by the Ministry, A
Nation can't advance by ignoring a section of people. We should think that the children who needs special
care they are also our asset. So it is very important to ensure social security and co-operation for the
children with Autism & Neure Developmental Disabilities. If all sections of peaple come forward to devel-
opment of special needs children, we can introduce new chapter,

Autism: Identification and Care

Md. Golam Rabbani'
Helal Uddin Ahmed’

A boy name ‘A’

A boy name ‘A three years of age, though not able to talk properly. He can’'t make a meaningful
sentence by using two words, Some time he repeats others questions or comments and does same
behavior repeatedly like swing his hand several times without any cause. ‘A’ is not response when call
by his name, not plays with peers and have no eye to eye contact with parents or others, Wants to
follow a sterotype routine every day and show aggression if the routine is not followed. Occasionally
he shows anger without any cause.

What is Autism

Autism or Autism Spectrum Disorder is a one type of Neurodevelopmental Disorder where people
face difficulty in initiating communication with people and in the environment and social context.
Moreover, they frequently engaged in same activities in a rigid fashion.

According to research findings of United States of America reported the prevalence of autism
spectrum disorder in the United States in 1 in 68 children. Autism is also prevalent in Bangladesh.

Second April is the World Autism Awareness Day. United Nation is observing this day all over the
world since 2007. United Nation declared the theme of the day for this year as “Toward Autonomy and
self-Determination. The third and twelve article of United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) described the privileges and legal equal rights of the person with
disability. Bangladesh has undersigned country of the convention. ;
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Prevalence of Autism: Worldwide

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), USA identify around 1 in 68 American children as on the
autism spectrum- a ten-fold increase in prevalence in 40 years, Autism is four to five times more common
among boys than girls. An estimated 1 out of 42 boys and 1 in 189 girls are diagnosed with autism in the
United States, Autism affects over 3 million individuals in the USA and tens of millions worldwide.

Autism in Bangladesh

Few years ago autism was a little-known issue in Bangladesh. Now, autism has brawn more attention due
to its' ever-growing prevalence and burden concern. There was a limited understanding in Bangladesh
regarding the nature of autism and its burden to the individual, family and community five years ago: The
shortage of reliable and comparable data on autism in the entire South East Asian Region in general and
in Bangladesh, has perhaps been responsible for the absence of planning, commitment and resource
allocation (financial, infrastructural and human). But the current scenario is changing day by day. Policy
makers have taken significant initiative for the betterment of children with autism.

There are few studies on autism prevalence in Bangladesh and the brief summary of those studies as follows:

| Year Types of study Investigators |  Prevalence Conducted by
| 2005 _Epr-i'c'l'cininlogicﬂl Mullick MST & | 2/1000 Investigators
== Goodman R.
| 2009 | Community Rabbani MG. 2.4/1000 World Health
Based, Sub Alam F, Ahmed Organizations &
National level-38 | HU et al. National Institute of
Upazila in Dhaka Mental Health
Division o e
2013 | Epidemioclogical, Naila Zaman et at, | 1.55/1000 MNon-Communicable
7 divisions and ' (Overall) Disease Control
Dhaka city area 0.68/1000 (Rural | Program, Directorate
Area) General of Health
301000 (Dhaka | Services.
city) Revitalization of

Community Health
Care Initiatives in |
Bangladesh Medical
Research Council

Causes of Autism

The exact causes of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) are unknown, although it is thought that several
complex genetic and environmental factors are involved, Moreover it has been postulated that low birth
welght, advanced parental age during conception, oxygen deprivation during birth, malnutrition of
pregnant mother and newborn also other risk factors for autism.

Screening and Diagnosis of Autism
Sereening of Autism can be done by-
* Health workers/ Paramedics/ Health Assistants/ SACMO/ Community Health Care Providers
* Others (Teachers, Parents, Community leaders, Social workers, Students etc.)
Diagnosis of autisrn made by only-
= Specialist physicians (Psychiatrists, Neurologists, Pediatric Neurologists, Child Psychiatrists, Pediatricians etc))
* Physician
= Any physicians trained on Autism diagnosis and management

Screening and Diagnostic steps
History, sign-symptoms, clinical examination, investigation (to exclude differential diagnoses), manage-
ment planning.
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Sign-Symptoms
Early signs:
* By 6 months: No big smiles or other warm, joyful expressions
* By 9 months: No back-and-forth sharing of sounds, smiles or other facial exprassions
* By 12 months: Lack of response to name
* By 12 months: No babbling or “baby talk”
* By 12 months: No back-and-forth gestures, such as pointing, showing, reaching or waving
= By 16 months: No spoken words
* By 24 months: No meaningful two-word phrases that don't involve imitating or repeating

Lack of Social Interaction | Lack of eye contact Deliyed  language  development  Peor Attraction to specific things
I#n developmel! No Responsn aber
Not Play with peers o e
ﬁ‘u-u&; -
|f e ~y L )]
\ '__' ! Lﬁ 1-“9
AN =
b
Hypemansdlviy or Under-senaitivty 1o the Hypersensitivity or Under sensitivity Tliﬂ;:ml lﬁ'mn"mﬂrh'ﬂw Dot want 1o stay al lap of parents

mownd or ralss o tauch

A

*® «

-

Impulsivity

Unable to understand the situation

Inappropriate Playing Rahavieral disturbancel Inspproprisie Sell mutilating bekavior (biting, head
erying or lughing banging, hair pulling)
+
> ¢ % L2
-, =, S R
I 3 \'_-_f_.\,l' - !I .
B i HE T ’
Red Flags

The following red flags may indicate a child is at risk for an autism spectrum disorder and is in need of an
immediate evaluation.

Impairment in Social Interaction
* Lack of appropriate eye gaze
+ Lack of warm, joyful expressions
= Lack of sharing interest or enjoyment
= Lack of response to name
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Impairment in Communication

» Lack of showing gestures

= Lack of coordination of nonverbal communication

« Unusual prosody (little variation in pitch, odd intonatien, irregular rhythm, unusual voice quality)
Repetitive Behaviors and Restricted Interests

= Repetitive movements with objects

= Repetitive movements or posturing of body, arms, hands or fingers
Appropriate clinical examination and relevant laboratory investigation is required to confirm the diagnosis
of Autism Spectrum Disorders and making appropriate treatment plan. A holistic management approach

extends from a general management approach for daily livings and a specific management focusing the
child’s specific needs.

General Management

Screening Possible case of Autism by trained physicians / paramedics / any
body s ; =i

Diagnosis Specialists (psychiatrists / pediatricians /[ neurologists) or
physicians trained in Autism

Planning of treatment Education / behavior shaping / nutrition / speech therapy /
occupational therapy / medication / psychotherapy / involve
parents, teachers, social workers etc.

Specific Management
» Medical management- drugs
* Psychological management- music therapy, daily life therapy, facilitated communication, sensery
integration, applied behavior analysis

Guidance to Family / Parents
= Dan't keep the symptoms secret, take a coordinated decision in family, don’t blame yourselves,
keep patience, socialize child, encourage child to participate in social activity, play with the child,
basic life skill training, training of parents themselves

Co-morbid Symptoms or Conditions
High rates of co-morbidity
» Tic disorders (9%)

Seizures (to 25%)
ADHD (30-75%)
Affective Disorders (25-40%)

- g.g. depression or anxiety

- higher in HFA / Asperger’s
Gl problems (10-60%;
Sleep Disturbance (50-75%)
Challenging Behaviors (10-35%

-

Prime achievements of Bangladesh regarding autism
= National Strategic Plan for Neurodevelopmental Disorder 2016-2021 Prepared for the Government
of Bangladesh at the request of its National Steering Committee for Autism & NDDS with the
technical support of Institute for Community Inclusion- UMass Boston IN COLLABORATION WITH
SHUCHONA FOUNDATION, MAY 15, 2016.

+ The Global Autism Public Health (GAPH) Initiative and the South Asian Autism Netwark (SAAN) was
introduced at the conference with the goal of identifying challenges and develupmg solutions in a
collaborative fashion across the region.
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« On May 30, 2014 the executive board of the World Health Assembly adopted the resolution "Com-
prehensive and Coordinated Efforts for the Management of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD}" This
resolution has proposed by Bangladesh in 2013. Mrs. Saima Wazed Hossain, Chairperson of the
Mational Advisory Committee on Autism in Bangladesh spearheaded a truly global push for
suppaort for this resolution.

* Establishment of IPNA (Institute of Pediatric Neurodisorder and Autism in the BSMMU in Dhaka,
Bangladesh.

» Enacted Disability Act 2013 and Autism Welfare Trust Act 2013 in National Parliament of Bangladesh.

» Enacted Neurodevelopmental Disability Protection Trustee Board Act, 2013 to protect the rights of
person with neurodevelopmental disabilities specially Autism, Down Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy and
Intellectual Disakility.

» |n 2011, Dhaka hosted a large international conference on autism and NDDs that was coorganized
by the Government of Bangladesh (GoB), the World Health Organization (WHO) and Autism Speaks.
There were more than 1,000 delegates from 26 countries.

« Formation of a National Advisory Committee (NAC) on Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabili-
ties, under the chairmanship Mrs. Saima Wazed Hossain. The NAC was organized into four task
forces (awareness and advocacy, education, services and research) and members helped identify
and develop consensus on community priorities from these four perspectives.

« |nter-ministerial Coordination Committee (IMCC) was formed on April 2012, and formally renamed
the National Steering Committee on Neurodevelopmental Disabilities and Autism in August 2012
under the Ministry of Health.

« Nationwide ‘Disability Census’ organized by ministry of social welfare.
= Ongoing training program for health professionals and multiple advocacy workshop arranged

by Mon-Communicable Diseases Control Program of Directorate General Health Services
(DGHS), Bangladesh.

1. Professor of Psychiatry, Chairperson, Neurodevelopmental Disability Protection Trustee Board, Bangladesh,
2. Assistant Professor of Child Adolescent & Family Psychiatry, National Institute of Mental Health, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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AUTISM WELFARE FOUNDATION (AWF)

Established on April 4, 2004 Autism Welfare Foundation (AWF] is a non-profitable, non-government, velun-
tary welfare organization, formed with the aim of training and educating autistic children to perform their
maximum strengths and interests, and making them able to support themselves.

AWF is dedicated to increase public awareness about autism. The Training and Education centre of AWF
provides intensive training and education for autistic children and adolescents. This training and education
centre emphasizes a highly structured program where teacher student ratio 1:1.

This program also gives emphasis on communication skill, social skill, behavior and functional academics.

The foundation also runs a vocational training centre for students above 12 years old. Other adult activities
are secretarial job, work in cafeteria; gardening etc.

Present Activities of AWF

Creates mass awareness among parents, professionals, social worker and general public for better
understanding of autism.

Offers diagnosis and assessment of autistic children.
Runs education and training centre.
Runs Early Intervention Program for children below the age of 5.

Runs Adult Activity Program and Vocational Training Program for older children and adolescents
with autism.,

Arranges Teacher Training Program.

Arranges Parent Training Program.

Arranges Parent-Teacher Workshop.

Arranges seminar, workshop.

Special classrooms for more able Autistic Students.

Offers Package Program for autistic children and adolescents from different areas of Bangladesh
who are unable to attend the training centre of AWF.

Provide outing program for students of AWF far improving social behavior,

Publishes News Letter.

Integrates more able autistic children into normal school,

Offer free service for poor autistic children.

Establishment of "Free Saturday schooling” for under privilege Autistic children & adolescent,
Runs Early stimulation program for five year children below the age five,

AWF own complex Is under construction.

Present Activities of AWF

Continuation of construction of AWF complex.

Establishment of more Training and Education centre in Bangladesh,

Establishment of a regular school beside AWF.

To arrange residential setting for adults with autism,

Offers job opportunities for adult with more able autism persen in different sectors.
Runs inclusive education beside special education in AWFR




SEID
(Society for Education and Inclusion of the Disabled)

SEID is a non-government voluntary development organization working for social inclusion and promot-
ing rights of underprivileged children with autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy and intellectual disabil-
ity {(Neuro-developmental disabilities or NDD) since 2003. Through its community based therapy schools,
SEID provides various support services like pre-primary and special education, vocational training, physio-
therapy, transport, food, medical supports etc to the children with such disabilities from the marginalized
community. With the support provided under different projects, SEID is successful in enrolling a number of
63 children with neuro-developmental disabilities into mainstream schools in 2016 whereas 29 children
with such disabilities till date in 2017,

SEID also works to promote the self advocacy of persons with NDD and provide different training to
enhance their leadership skill. Besides these, SEID focuses on developing them as skilled human resources
for the country through advocacy for employment generation. The advocacy programs are directed
towards the inclusion of children/persons with neuro-developmental disabilities in mainstream develop-
ment, social rehabilitation and to remove the existing cultural barriers. Alongside these activities SEID
develops education materials, publishes information handbooks, produces documentaries and conducts
relevant research and studies from time to time.

SWID Bangladesh

society for the Welfare of the Intellectually Disabled, Bangladesh (SWD Bangladesh) is a pioneer national
organization recognized by the government of Bangladesh waorking for the cause of Intellectual Disabili-
ties & Autism (Neuro-Developmental Disabilities) since long. It is erganizing 347 special schools through-
out the country and the beneficiaries raised about 15000.welfare, rehabilitation and preserved equal rights
of the intellectually disabled in the society through special education and training. The Ministry of social
Welfare, Govt. of Bangladesh is funding as salary support to 554 teaching staff of its 50 schools including
central institute at Dhaka for implementation of the SWID's activities,

Special Education for the Autistic & Intellectually Disabled Students;

=
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SWID promoting special education and training for the intellectually disabled & autistic students through
special integrated and inclusive education classes including Mother & Child, Vocational Training for
improvement of their self help skill, cognitive skill, social & communication skill, pre-primary education by
individual education plan (IEP) and Activities of Daily Life (ADL).

Clinical Services:

Organizing the clinical services including assessment of special child, speech therapy, physiotherapy, occ
pational therapy, social awareness about disabilities and its prevention, research, publication, teachers
training programmes and SWID Laboratory Madel school under the National Institute for the Intellectually
Disabled & Autistic (NHDA).

SWID Teachers Training College
SWID organizing ‘SWID Special Education Teacher Training College (B.S.Ed. course)' under the National
University.

SWID Welfare Trust

It is organizing a Trust for the Welfare of the Intellectually Disabled (TWID)'for rehabilitation and indepen-
dent living of the Intellectually Disabled as self reliant in absence of their parents through home training
under this Trust.

Sports & cultural Activities for the Intellectually Disabled & Autistic Students:

SWID arrange the divisional and national annual sports &
cultural competition for development of the sports and
cultural skill besides their special education and training. As a
result the autistic & the intellectually disabled athletes are
participating the World Special Olympic Games since 1991.
They have own 164 gold, 97 silver and 74 bronze medals in 6
times World Special Qlympic games up to 2013 held in USA,
China, ireland, Greece and Asia pacific games in Australia.
They also participate the national scouts

The cultural performers are participating the national cultural
programmes in observance of various National & Interna-
tional Days arranged by Bangladesh Shishu Academy, Bangla-
desh Shilpokala Academy. They also participating the Interna-
tional Cultural Festival and Dance programmes since 2009
regularly held in New Delhi arranged by ALPANA (Association
for Learning Performing Arts & Normative Action) and Anjali
at Bhubaneswar.

Some Achievements:

1 SWID has established 347 special schools under its branches located at Zila Sadar, Upa-Zila
and Union Parishad for the children with autism & intellectual disabilities covering 54
districts through best cooperation of community people of all sectors and specially local
Hon'ble Minister, Member of the National Parliament of Bangladesh, social workers and
philanthropists. They came forward with own efforts including fund/ land for involvement
in the welfare & rehabilitation activities of the autistic & intellectually disabled and make
the society inclusive.

2 SWID has started integrated and inclusive education classes in the Government Primary
School (Dhaka- 4, Chittagong- 2, Rajshahi- 1) allocated by the Ministry of Education and
trained up the teachers of some primary schools on permission of the Department of
Primary & Mass Education.

3 A good number of adult autistic & intellectually disabled persons have been rehabilitated
with vocational works i.e. home based works, paltry, shops, agriculture, job in garments
and pharmaceuticals industry as a sincere worker.
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